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MOVEMENT. 


Thk  Russian  trade  union  movement  wi 
origin  in  the  1905  revolution,  and  which  receive 
porary  cheek  by  the  reaction  of  1908-I9IO.  began  to  de- 
velop anew  in  I9U-19I4,  when  it  was  again  suppressed 
by  the  patriotic  and  military  reaction  of  1914-1916;  ifc 
nevertheless  struggled  en  till  the  beginning  of  the  second 
revolution  in  March,  1917.  From  a  political  point  of  view 
the  trade  unions  which  then  existed-  proved  to  be  the 
strongest,  though  their  membership  was  but  a  few 
hundred. 

I  hiring  the  "storm  and  stress"  period  in  a  country  ig- 
norant of  public  life  and  with  a  proletariat  unaccustomed 
to  organisation,  independence  and  spontaneous  discipline, 
the  trade  union  movement  of  1 905-7  could  not  lay  down 
any  great  plans  for  organisation,  its  chief  object  being  to 
draw  the  masses  into  the  unions  on  the  largest  scale  pos- 
sible, and  to  tiain  them  in  discipline  and  spontaneous  and 
independent  action.  Thus  the  pressure  of  capitalism  was 
met  by  the  organised  masses.  Political  life  was  too  stomiy 
and  the  Russian  worker  too  much  oppressed  for  the  unions 
to  acquire  more  than  an  insignificant  numerical  strength 
in  those  days.  The  unions  were  confined  to  the  highly 
qualified  and  to  the  better-paid  and  class  conscious  ele- 
ments of  the  working  class. 

Nevertheless,  these  unions  took  the  form  of  organising 
centres,  which  exercised  great  influence  on  the  unorganised 
workers.  While  not  including  amongst  their  members  the 
vast  masses  of  workers,  these  trade  unions  served  as  centres 
around  which  the  masses  grouped  themselves,  especially 
in  time  of  economic  conflicts.  The  reactionary  attitude  of 
the  authorities  caused  new  conflicts  for  the  defence  of  the 
economic  conquests  obtained  in  1905  and  even  for  the  very 
existence  of  the  trade  unions.  The  whole  movement  was 
hampered  by  continuous  police  raids  and  repression,  and 
any  rational  development  and  expansion  of  the  trade 
unions  were  thus  frustrated. 

The  unions  were  of  a  purely  local  character,  and  their 
form  of  organisation  rather  complex.  In  most  cases  they 
were  organised  on  a  craft  basis,  although  a  movement  to- 
wards the  formation  of  industrial  unions  was  already  as- 
serting itself.  This  was  specially  noticeable  amongst  the 
vanguard  of  the  proletariat  (the  metal  workers,  composi- 
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